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AS WE GATHER 
It has been said, “The Church is never more than one generation away from 
extinction.” This bold statement perhaps finds support in the admonition found in 
today’s Old Testament Reading. There Moses writes this concerning the works of 
the Lord, “Make them known to your children and your children’s children” 
(Deuteronomy 4:9). Each generation has the responsibility, and privilege, of passing 
on the works of God to the next generation. While much of this teaching happens 
in the setting of a local congregation, the Christian instruction that happens in the 
home, in our own family, is key. This teaching is always centered in Jesus Christ, the 
one through whom our Lord has worked the mightiest work of all—our salvation. 
That same Savior promises that even the gates of hell will not prevail against His 
Church! 
 

REGARDING COMMUNION  

When we gather at the Lord’s Table, the cup of blessing we receive is a sharing in 
the blood of Christ; the bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. We who 
are many are one bread and body in Christ (I Cor. 10:16-17). As a people baptized 
into the life of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to us in this holy 
meal to renew us individually and together in our life of faith and following him. 
(Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center circle of the tray, and gluten-free hosts 
are on hand for those indicating beforehand that they need them.) Since Christian 
denominations have differing understandings of Holy Communion, if you are not 
a member of a Lutheran ChurchτMissouri Synod congregation and have not 
communed here before, we ask that you speak with the pastor or elder prior to 
communing with us the first time. Those not communing are invited to cross their 
arms over their chests and approach the pastor for a blessing during the 
distribution. If you would like to begin sharing this sacred meal with us on a regular 
basis, please ask the pastor for a time of faith instruction.  
 

Liturgical Color: 
Green is the color of life and growth in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 



Pre-Service Music 

(Please use this time for prayerful listening and preparation. Prayers can be found on the 
inside cover of the hymnal and on pages 305-318. If you have a prayer request or concern, 
fill out a prayer request—on the back of the pew in front of you—and an usher will pick it 
up.) 

Visitors: We are glad you have chosen to be with us today! We would especially like to 
follow-up with you beyond today, so please take a moment to leave your best contact 
information in the guest books at each entrance/exit or in the Record of Fellowship books 
found on each pew. Do you have basic questions about Bethlehem? Refer to the 
information sheet inside the Record of Fellowship books or ask. A cry-room for parents 
and children is just off from the front entryway, and a nursery (staffed on Sundays) is 
downstairs off the end of the fellowship hall.  

Announcements 

Welcome 

Prelude  

Stand 

 

Invocation Hymn ...................................... ȰBaptismal Waters Cover Meȱ #616 

Divine Service, Setting Four 

Confession and Absolution  

 
 

The sign of the cross † may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Absolution ................................................................... page 203 

Sharing of the Peace (We greet one another in Christ.) 

Service of the Word 

Entrance Hymn ............................................ ȰTake My Life and Let It Beȱ #783 

Kyrie .................................................................................................................. page 204 

Gloria in Excelsis ........................................................................................ page 204 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P  Let us pray.  
 

C  O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every virtue and 
bring to completion every good intent that we may grow in grace and bring 



forth the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Sit  

 

Old Testament Reading ....................................... Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

 
 
 

The Lord gives his teachings for the people 
to keep and do as wisdom and understanding.  

 
 

“And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I am teaching 
you, and do them, that you may live, and go in and take possession of the land 
that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you.  

You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you 
may keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you...  

Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your 
understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, 
will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ For what 
great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, 
whenever we call upon him?  

And what great nation is there, that has statutes and just decrees so 
righteous as all this law that I set before you today? 

“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that 
your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. 
Make them known to your children and your children’s children…  

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 119:129-136 (said responsively by pastor and people) 

Your testimonies are wonderful; 
    therefore my soul keeps them. 
The unfolding of your words gives light; 
    it imparts understanding to the simple. 
I open my mouth and pant, 
    because I long for your commandments. 
Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
    as is your way with those who love your name. 
Keep steady my steps according to your promise, 
    and let no iniquity get dominion over me. 
Redeem me from man’s oppression, 



    that I may keep your precepts. 
Make your face shine upon your servant, 
    and teach me your statutes. 
My eyes shed streams of tears, 
    because people do not keep your law.  

 

Epistle Reading .................................................................... Ephesians 6:10-20 

Paul encourages the faithful to be armored  
with the gifts of the Lord and be attentive.  

 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put 
on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the 
readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of 
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 
praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep 
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, 
that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the 
mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare 
it boldly, as I ought to speak. 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse ..................................................................................... page 205 

Holy Gospel ....................................................................................... Mark 7:14-23 

*ÅÓÕÓ ÔÁÌËÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÄÅÆÉÌÅÓ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ȣ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔȢ 
 
 

P   The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the seventh chapter. 
C   Glory to You, O Lord.  

 
 
 

And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, 
and understand: There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can 
defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile him.” And 



when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about 
the parable. And he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding? Do 
you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, since 
it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all 
foods clean.) And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For 
from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, 
murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, 
foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

 
 
 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C   Praise to You, O Christ.  

Nicene Creed ................................................................................................. page 206 

Sit  

Hymn of the Day ................................................ ȰBe Strong in the Lordȱ #665 

Sermon ........................................................................................................  “Armored” 

Stand 

   

Prayer of the Church 

P  Lord, in Your mercy,  
C   hear our prayer.  

Sit 

Offering  

Stand 

Service of the Sacrament 

Communion Liturgy ...................................................................... pages 208-209 

Pax Domini .................................................................................................... page 209 

Agnus Dei ........................................................................................................ page 210 

Sit  

Communion Distribution Hymns .............................................. Instrumental 

 

 ȰNow, My Tongue, the Mystery Tellingȱ #630 
 ȰJesus Sinners Doth Receive (1-4)ȱ #609 
ȰNo Temple Now, No Gift of Priceȱ #530 

Stand  



Post Communion Canticle .................................... “Nunc Dimittisȱ ÐÁÇÅ 211 

Post Communion Collect .......................................................................... page 212 

Sending Hymn .............................................. Ȱ,ÉÆÔ %ÖÅÒÙ 6ÏÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ 3ÉÎÇȱ #964 

Dismissal ...........................................................................  (Bethlehem’s Mission) 

P  Grow in Christ,  
C   Live in Love and Share the Faith!  

 
Acknowledgements Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
 
 

Next week’s readings: 
Isaiah 35:4-7a; James 2:1-10, 14-18; Mark 7:24-37 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Attendance Last Saturday:  37                                         Attendance Last Sunday:  105     
Total Offering: $6,129.00  Missions: $25.00 
Home Use:  $5,544.00   Benevolences:  $560.00 
 

Serving us today: 
Elder .................................................................................. Rick Mills and Ken Pederson 
Musicians ................................................................................................ Sheri Mattson 
Offerings ................................................................................................. Lorraine Miller 
Altar Committee ........................................ Cindy Schnell (Chair), Holli Burge, Kaye Fair 
 Judy Schache and Samantha Schnell 
Flower Committee ......................................... Karen Haase (Chair), Lana Vanderburgh 

 
This Week’s Schedule: 

Monday  Labor Day-Office Closed 
Tuesday  Pastor’s “Labor Day” 
 12:00 p.m. Braille Workers in Concordia 
 6:00 p.m. Board of Education Meeting  
Wednesday 9:30 a.m. Strength Training  
 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 
 12:15 p.m. Noonday Prayer 
 5:30 p.m. Faith Night begins with Potluck 
 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice  
Thursday 9:30 a.m. CCCS Bible Time 
 10:00 a.m. ECOC Chapel 
 2:00 p.m. Card Group 
Friday 9:30 a.m. Strength Training 



 5:30 p.m. Manna Harvest Meal 
Saturday 5:30 p.m. Worship 
 6:45 p.m. Bible Study 
Sunday 9:15 a.m. Christian Education 
 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 
 

Prayers 

For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with 
illness, homebound, in nursing homes, recovering from hospitalization, and going 
through rehabilitation: Paula Brewer, Marion Droege, Becca Grillo (Penny 
Humphrey’s daughter), Kaylee Henry (friend of the Fatkas), Sharon Hochsprung, 
Sandy Kaker, Roberta Kohler, Wanda Kreisel, Marty Lehn, Sadie Mills (Rick Mills’ 
mother), Joshua Schache, Hope Smith (Bret & Val Hartwig’s granddaughter), Rose 
Ann Steitz, & Vince Waner. 

For Expectant Parents Haven & Jeremy Smith (Bret & Val Hartwig’s daughter & 
husband), Danielle Qualls (Delores Christian’s granddaughter), and Shaina & David 
Wurdeman as they head toward their delivery dates—with prayers of safety for these 
mothers and the children they carry.  

For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are 
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Chance 
Hillsman, Christopher Hovde (Sue Ann Carter’s nephew), and (former Vicar) David 
Wurdeman. 

Christian Education  

Wednesday Bible Study—Join us in the conference room from 10:30 to noon as we 
continue with Michael Card’s study on The Gospel of John called Wisdom from 
Ephesus. We’re exploring his distinct proclamation of Christ and are still not halfway 
through, so there’s plenty yet to cover! 

Wednesday Noonday Prayer—Join Pastor and others in the sanctuary from 12:15 
to 12:30 p.m. for a brief but focused time of corporate prayer.  

Thursday Night Bible Study—Please join us in the conference room at 6:30 p.m. on 
September 13 & 27 as we begin a new study that will take us through at least the 
next six months: Something to Sing About: Singing the Christian Faith (by the LCMS’s 
premier hymn-writer Jaroslav Vajda). The first two sessions will focus on “The Gift 
of Song” and “The Gift of Revelation.”   

Saturday Bible Study—Come explore Matthew: A New Identity from 6:45 to 7:30 
p.m. in the conference room following the evening service. Stay after service for a 



bit and survey Jesus’ ministry with us!   

Sunday Bible Study—Other than today, the adult class is exploring the history and 
relevance of the first few centuries of Christianity. We’re using a video-based series 
called From Christ to Constantine: The Trial and Testimony of the Early Church. Plan 
on joining us in the conference room at 9:15 a.m. for this helpful and edifying study! 
We aim to finish at the end of next month and start a new study then.   

Sunday School starts in full swing on September 9th at 9:15 a.m. Let’s have as many 
kids as possible participating and growing in Christ together!  

Faith Night Resumes on Wednesday, September 5! Join us at 5:30 p.m. for a simple 
potluck meal, followed by a faith discussion from 6:00 to 6:45. If you’ve never made 
it to this intergenerational event before, or have, please come and participate in this 
time of spiritual enrichment—especially since Angela Kollbaum, our new 
Congregational Life Facilitator will be leading the discussion on “Abiding in Christ (as 
Branches to the Vine).”  

Youth 

Catechism Sessions/Confirmation Preparation—Parents of 7th & 8th graders: If you 
haven’t received an e-mail from Pastor about when sessions will be starting this year 
(September 16, from 1-3), make sure to contact him so that you and your child can 
be added to the contact list. At least one parent per youth is asked to be at the first 
session.  

Youth Get-Togethers—Angela and Pr. Joel are working on reactivating the youth 
committee with involved adults and youth so that regular get-togethers and events 
can start happening again this fall. If they don’t contact you first, please reach out 
the them as soon as possible and let them know your passion and intention! 

Ways to Serve  

Church Choir will officially begin the 2018-2019 season on Wednesday, September 
5, at 7:00 p.m.  No special skills required.  Anyone is welcome to join. 

Special Music—Anyone that would like to provide preservice music or a special 
music selection, please speak to Paula Easterwood, Cathy Welsh or Rich 
Vanderburgh.  We look forward to hearing from you.  Thanks! 

Festival of Sharing—You are invited to participate in the Festival of Sharing this year, 
but whether or not you are able to attend, the Mission Board is collecting new 
products to make up simple hygiene kits to be shared at the Kansas City ShareFest 
on September 15. If you can, please bring one or all of these items to make up a kit: 



¶ One hand towel, 15 x 28 or 16 x 32 (No fingertip, bath or microfiber towels.), one 
washcloth; one toothbrush in original package; one bath size bar of soap in 
package; 10 standard Band-Aids; one wide-tooth comb; one nail clipper (remove 
package). 

If you choose to build your own kit, please place all items in a one-gallon plastic bag 
with zipper lock, remove excess air from bag and seal. Please do not add toothpaste. 
Place at the north entrance.  If you would rather, bring in any of the above items 
and we will assemble the kits. These will be distributed at the festival of sharing. In 
case you doubt there is a need, only 1,211 were shared last year; 9,254 were 
requested.  The deadline to bring donations is Wednesday, Sept. 12.  If you are 
interested in attending Sharefest on Sept. 15 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Kansas 
City, please let Pastor know ASAP. 

Food Center Needs—all canned vegetables, dry boxed cereal, canned main dish 
items, personal care items, household items, toothbrushes and condiments.  Please 
pick up a few extra items when doing your weekly shopping. 

Lutheran Braille Workers—At Bethlehem we join and share with other Braille 
Workers around the world by going to Concordia Lutheran Church each month (1st 
Tuesday from 12:00 noon to 4 to 4:30 p.m.) to make 13 copies of a book that 
contains three books of the Bible. If anyone is interested in learning about Braille 
and taking part in making the books of the Bible, please feel free to call Barbara 
Compton at 660-429-2837. 

How Does the Garden Grow? Even though it’s been a weedy year, we’ve still been 
able to grow and share some produce, and late crops have been planted. Help can 
be used in any way, so let Pr. Joel, Mike or Barbara Chasar know and they’ll set you 
up on a regular cycle of things to do. Time with soil, growth, and harvest roots us in 
greater knowledge of the Creator and the works of His hands!   

The Growing Place—We are in urgent need of volunteers for the upcoming year 
beginning on September 6! The program is switching day and time to Thursday 
evenings from 5:30-7:30 p.m. A meal will be provided at 5:30. Board members are 
needed for monthly to quarterly meetings, plus as-needed program support 
through recruitment, publicizing, and other tasks. Mentors are needed to meet 
weekly on Thursday evenings to provide individualized mentoring and tutoring to 
kids in grades 1-5. Youth and young adults are especially welcome!  Contact Rebecca 
at 660-441-1271 to volunteer! This is Bethlehem’s Plus One outreach, so join in and 
make this truly a congregational endeavor! 

Bethlehem’s Friday Night Meal at Manna Harvest—Did you know that free meals 
are provided at Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church five nights a week and are staffed 



by volunteers from various organizations and congregations—including Bethlehem? 
Bethlehem takes the first Friday of each month, and we need 6 volunteers.  Our next 
date is September 7 at 5:30 p.m.  Not to worry, you don’t have to cook, only serve 
the meals and clean up afterwards. Please offer up your help by contacting Phil at 
frerking1@charter.net. This evening meal is a great way to serve in our community, 
and it makes a great way for family and friends to work together representing our 
congregation!  

Prayer Shawls are a way to comfort the grieving, provide hope to the weary, and 
celebrate new life, among other things. If you know of someone who would benefit 
from receiving a prayer shawl, please contact the church office. 

Fellowship 

Mary-Martha Guild-The September program will be a slide presentation by Roy and 
Judy Schache sharing their recent missionary work in Papua New Guinea. It will be 
held on Monday, September 10 at 7:00 p.m. in the church basement. All are 
welcome to come and enjoy this time. Refreshments will be served after the 
program. The business meeting will follow. 

Moms and Toddlers—All those moms and toddlers are welcome to join each other 
every Monday at Shepard Park in Warrensburg at 10:00 a.m. (weather permitting). 
Also every third Wednesday at Bethlehem Church or a member’s home from 12:30 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Bring a dish to share.  Please contract Rebecca Holland at 660-
441-1271 for more information. 

Exercise Class—Class is at 9:30 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in the 
Fellowship Hall. This class is low impact exercise open to anyone.  For more 
information, contact Judy Smith. 

Card Group—This group meets on Thursdays, at 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall to 
play cards or any other games. You’re more than welcome to join! 

Miscellaneous  

Church Directory—Please check your mailboxes for the 2018 church directory.  If 
you need an additional directory, please let Cindy know.  If you already picked up 
your directory, please make note: Judy Pierce’s number should be 747-6629. 

Country Kitchen Cards are available. You can get 20 buy-one, get-one meal FREE 
coupons for just $10.00.  All proceeds go towards helping the youth group.  See a 
youth member after church or you can stop by the office and purchase one.  

Bethlehem Emergency Fund—Many grateful thanks to all who’ve been giving 
regular donations and helping those in need within our congregation and 
community this way! 

mailto:frerking1@charter.net


New Painting 

Bethlehem, House of Bread—Richard Luehrman has been at it again and has 
finished another stunning new watercolor! Plan on taking a few minutes to see it 
and read the accompanying words of biblical texts alongside side it in the lobby 
outside Pastor’s office.  

Administration 

Office Manager Hours: 8:00-5:00, Monday-Friday, 660-747-6742 or email at:  
officemanager@blchurch.com.  

Bulletin Article Deadline:  Wednesday at noon via the e-mail account. 

Tidings Article Deadline:  21st of each month via the e-mail account. 

Pastor’s Office Hours 

Pastor Joel can be found in the office Tuesdays & Thursdays, 8-5 and Wednesdays 
& Fridays, 10-5, except for when leading Bible study, making visits, attending 
meetings, and such. Call or e-mail him at: 660-441-5710 or pastor@blchurch.com.  

Angela’s Office Hours 

Angela will be in the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, as well as by 
appointment.  You can reach her at 660-238-1751 or angela.kollbaum@cune.edu. 

Elders 

Phil Frerking (Head Elder)—Members whose last name begins with Schm-Z—731-
441-1111 

Nathan Wittmaier—Members whose last name begins with A-C—660-225-1165 
Rick Mills—Members whose last name begins with D-H—660-441-1980 
Ken Pederson—Members whose last name begins with I-L—660-441-7586 
Mark Steitz—Members whose last name begins with M-O—660-238-8404 
Jam es Schumaker—Members whose last name begins with P-Schl—660-429-3591 
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